BY A T@ BATTL — ALLIED PARATROOP, GLIDER, AND AIR SUPPLY OPERATIONS DURING OPERATION MARKET, SEPTEMBER 1944

By Akhil Kadidal, October 2024

No two sources of data on operation Market agree uniformly with each other, even if they happen to be primary sources. Much of the initial, official data overall quality of the data. However, post-war researchers (both civilian and military) have unearthed additional information to refine the wartime dataset.
compiled in October 1944 (which considered such factors as the number of aircraft used or lost, gliders landed, troops dispatched, supplies dropped...etc.) By cross-checking wartime and post-war data, the statistical information below is my attempt to present reliable statistics on Operation Market.
was incomplete or had errors. Further post-action > ? X analysis by Allied commands in early 1945 helped to fill in some blanks, improving the
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delivered by aircraft of US F : ; . .
IX Troop Ca):rier Command Aircraft Aircraft Aircraft alCci Aircraft clr\xlr::n Troops Troops Drop Vehicles  Arty pieces ?:::::n;ﬁ:ts % O.f Aircraft Aircraft Aircraft SCLIL Aircraft cAr:v(\:r:;l:n Gliders Gliders Gliders Trc_;ops i c:::::riis Arti_llery Artillery Vehicles Vehicles iq:::::n;::ts % o.f
(TCC)** or British No 38 Dispatched  Effective Aborted Des_tro.yed or Damaged  KIA or MIA Carried dropped and casualties landed dropped dropped supplies Dispatched  Effective Aborted Destr_oygd of Damaged  KIA or MIA Dispatched  Effective Aborted Carried by Landed by among BT Ly Effective I Effective landed supplies
and No 46 Groups*** Missing (1) @) landed (tons) recovered Missing @) by Gliders by Glidersi T Gliders Gliders (tons) recovered
D-DAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 1944, SUNDAY I
US 101st AB Division 428 424 0 16 98 26 6735 6712 109 0 0 167 70 64 6 6 42 18 70 62 6 311 219 5 8 8 43 28 Vo2 US 101st AB Division
US 82nd AB Division 482 480 0 10 131 25 7274 7229 124 0 12 247 50 48 1 1 5 4 50 48 1 216 215 6 0 0 28 24 10 US 82nd AB Division
British by US IX TCC 143 143 0 0 5 0 2283 2278 ? 0 0 57 British by US IX TCC
British hy UK 38 & 46 Gps 12 11 1 0 ? ? ? 186 ? 0 0 0 370 330 40 0 7 ? 358 318 40 ? 2908 ? 44 ? ? 420 0 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps
Total Total
D+1, 18 SEPTEMBER 1944, MONDAY I
US 101st AB Division % 119 R 77 o 0 0 0 0 0 O 40 450 437 13 112 8 450 429 N 2624 2605 26 0 0 156 151 244 100 US 101st AB Division
US 82nd AB Division 131 127 4 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 264 60 454 450 4 ©) 100 23 454 424 4 1899 1650 45 68 b4 206 177 211 100 US 82nd AB Division
British hy US IX TCC 126 126 0 6 24 22 2179 2170 24 0 0 51 ? British by US IX TCC
British by UK 38 Gp 34 32 0 2 14 ? 0 0 0 0 0 87 14 297 285 10 2 30 22 297 272 24 ? 2710 ? 52 ? ? 443 21 100 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps
Total | o | o | e | || 1200 | 1172 | 27 | 15 | 242 | 53 | 1200 | 1125 | 41 | uUnclear | 6965 | Total
D+2, 19 SEPTEMBER 1944, TUESDAY I
US 101st AB Division 386 250 130 17 169 31 385 225 130 2310 1363 22 68 40 136 79 245 ? US 101st AB Division
Supply for US 82nd AB 60 34 24 2 16 5 0 0 0 0 0 12 18 Supply for US 82nd AB
British hy US IX TCC British by US IX TCC
British hy UK 38 & 46 Gps 165 152 2 19 97 0 0 0 0 0 388 5.5 44 32 12 0 9 ? 44 32 12 ? 107 ? 9 ? ? 63 ? ? British by 38 & 46 Gps
Total Total
D+3, 20 SEPTEMBER 1944, WEDNESDAY I
US 101st AB Division 47 47 0 0 5 0 125 125 2 0 6 46.6 31 US 101st AB Division
Supply for US 82nd AB 308 307 1 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 442 80 1 1 1 1 1.5 100 Supply for US 82nd AB
British hy US IX TCC British by US IX TCC
British by UK 38 & 46 Gps 164 152 2 9 62 ? 0 0 0 0 0 386 14 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps
Total Total
D+4, 21 SEPTEMBER 1944, THURSDAY I
US 101st AB Division 30 24 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 31 US 101st AB Division
US 82nd AB Division 33 31 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 23 US 82nd AB Division
British hy US IX TCC 114 72 41 5 33 11 1568 1003 41 0 0 66 4 British by US IX TCC
British by UK 38 & 46 Gps 117 91 2 23 61 ? 0 0 271 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps
Total Total
D+5, 22 SEPTEMBER 1944, FRIDAY I
No troop landings or air supply operations on this day due to inclement weather in Britain; aircraft unable to takeoff ~
D+6, 23 SEPTEMBER 1944, SATURDAY I
US 101st AB Division 85 79 5 0 0 0 85 79 5 395 338 12 15 14 23 21 95 92 US 101st AB Division
US 82nd AB Division 406 398 4 96 13 406 351 6 3385 +2900 17 25 24 104 92 253 ? US 82nd AB Division
British by US IX TCC 41 41 0 0 0 0 560 558 ? 0 0 28 o British by US IX TCC N
British by UK 38 & 46 Gps 123 115 2 6 63 ? 0 0 0 0 0 291 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps
Total Total
D+7, 24 SEPTEMBER 1944, SUNDAY I L
British by UK 38 & 46 Gps 21 17 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps
D+8, 25 SEPTEMBER 1944, MONDAY I
US 101st AB Division 34 34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48.7 64 US 101st AB Division
British by UK 38 & 46 Gps 7 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 15.5 0 British by UK 38 & 46 Gps

TOTAL FOR 17 TO 25 SEPTEMBER 1944

Aircraft Aircraft Equipment o . . :
Aircraft Aircraft Aircraft Destroyed Aircraft  crewmen Troops dﬁ;opop;;sd Drop Vehicles  Arty pieces & supplies sufp?ifes Aircraft Aircraft Aircraft
Dispatched  Effective Aborted or Missing Damaged KIA or MIA Carried and landed casualties landed dropped dropped recovered Dispatched Effective Aborted
(1) (2) (Tons)

D+9, 26 SEPTEMBER 1944, TUESDAY

British by US IX TCC 209 209 0
D+12, 29 SEPTEMBER 1944, FRIDAY
US 82nd AB Division 11 5 6
D+13, 30 SEPTEMBER 1944, SATURDAY
US 82nd AB Division 22 22 0

* The term “British” in this column covers the British 1st Airborne Division, the British Glider Regiment, and the Polish 1st Independent Parachute Brigade.

** The United States Army Air Force’s (USAAF’s) 9th (IX) Troop Carrier Carrier Command handled all air logistics for the US 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions during the battle.
*** The British Royal Air Force’s (RAF’s) No 38 and No 46 Groups were primarily used to tow gliders to the Arnhem area and to drop supplies.

t Glider-landing operations comprise nearly all of this dataset. Deliveries by aircraft physically landing at improvised airstrips were limited to 26 September 1944.

¥ Numbers for British “troops landed by gliders” includes 1,262 British/Imperial glider pilots.

(1) Nineteen of the planes listed in these tables as destroyed or missing were later repaired or salvaged.
(2) Minimum known figures. Total as of 31 October 1944.

Aircraft . Aircraft Landing , . _ Equipment o
Destroved  Aircraft — crewmen  Gliders Gliders Gliders Troops Troops — ocualties  ArHllery o apinery  Vehicles yepicles g supplies 7 of
esiaye Damaged  KIAor MIA  Di ffecti Carried by  Landed hy Carried hy - Landed by  Eftecti supplies
or Missing (ozr) Dispatched  Effective Aborted by Gliders by Gliderst ?mong Gliders Effective Gliders ective I(a_)rndec)l recovered
roops ons
0 0 0 0 0 0 873 873 0 0 0 134 0 378.7 100 British by US IX TCC
0 0 0 20 20 0 0 0 30 US 82nd AB Division
0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 56.3 US 82nd AB Division
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Notes

Unknown

Estimated value
(high confidence)

Aircraft shot down by AA over Boxtel and
Schinjdel after completing drop.

21st Independent
Parachute Company

22 Horsa gliders aborted
over southeast England.

640 gallons of gasoline
also landed.

All British 4th Parachute Brigade.

Resupply operation by US 8th
Air Force’s 2d Air Division.

520 gallons of gasoline
also landed.

Two Hamilcar gliders delivered 14
tons

340 gallons of gasoline also
dropped.

25 gallons of gasoline
also dropped.

Low clouds and bad weather; 80 gliders
broke loose, landing in England; 19 gliders
crashed in English Channel; 31 in Belgium .
Also, 24 Wacos went missing (after landing
in enemy territory)

35 planes dropped 17 tons of supplies
(food and medicine) of which 31% was
recovered. Twelve planes with B
Battery ,377th Parachute Field Artillery
Battalion

Primarily ammunition.

All Polish Parachute Brigade.

All food; 40% of supplies
dropped by B-17's recovered;
50% from C-47s.

60% of supplies dropped by B-17s
recovered; 72% from C-47s.

Balance of Polish troops not
dropped on 21 September.

21 C-47s tried to drop supplies
to the Hartenstein Hotel but
missed due to bad weather.

325th Glider Infantry Regiment,
Four batteries of 80th (Airborne)
Anti-Tank Regiment, and others.

No precise figure available.
Over 2,900 troops.

Losses probably due to pilferage.

Landed at Oud Keent airstrip, 2%
miles west of Grave. Personnel
landed included 162 men from
the 1st Battery (2nd Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment); 706 men
of the Airborne Forward Delivery
Airfield Group (AFDAG) and five
war correspondents.



